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Opting out of the PSNI Police Pension Scheme

This fact sheet provides important information for you to read if you are thinking about opting out of (leaving) the PSNI Police Pension Scheme.

Opt out and miss out

If you are thinking of opting out of the PSNI Police Pension Scheme pension arrangements, please remember that you will be missing out on:

• a range of valuable benefits for you and your family;

• an important part of your pay and reward package; and

• the peace of mind that comes from knowing you have made a start on planning for your retirement.

It may be that your reasons for wanting to opt out includes not wanting to pay a percentage of your pay towards a pension

Principal Civil Service Pension

Scheme (Northern Ireland)

What you need to know

• Your employer cannot ask you or force you to opt out.

• If you are asked or forced to opt out, you can tell The Pensions Regulator –

see www.tpr.gov.uk

• If you change your mind, you may be able to opt back in – notify PSNI Pensions Branch if you want to do this.

• If you stay opted out, your employer will normally put you back into pension saving in

around three years.

• If you change your job, your new employer will normally put you back into pension

saving straight away.

• If you have another job, your other employer might also put you into pension saving,

now or in the future. This notice only allows you to opt out of pension saving with The Police Service of Northern Ireland. A separate notice must be filled out and

given to any other employer you work for, if you wish to opt out of that employer’s

pension saving as well.

 Effect of opting out on pension benefits already accrued in the PSNI Police Pension Scheme

If you decide to opt out you will keep any benefits you have qualified for in your current scheme

(if more than 2 years), but will not build up further benefits including:

• An index linked pension

• Widow’s/widower’s / civil partner’s pension

• Partner’s pension 

• Death benefits

• Children’s pensions

• Ill health retirement benefits

• The right to buy added pension

After opting out

• You may have to pay higher National Insurance contributions.

• If you remain in eligible employment you may apply to re-join the section of the

PSNI Police Pension Scheme that you opted out of.

• You will not be able to continue or restart any added years’ contracts you have

now.

• You may be able to make added pension contributions if you re-join.

I don’t want to pay a percentage of my pay towards a pension

Your contributions actually cost you less than the contribution rate because of tax relief. If you opt out of the PSNI Police Pension Scheme pension arrangements you will be put in the State Second Pension Scheme (S2P) and this will mean that you and your employer will pay higher rate National Insurance contributions.

Please note: Automatic enrolment legislation applies from your employer’s staging date.  This means that, if you opt out, you will be re-enrolled every three years on your employer’s automatic re-enrolment date.
What about pension contributions I have already paid?

It is your choice to remain in the scheme or opt out. Automatic enrolment legislation states that you must opt out within one calendar month of joining to guarantee a full refund of contributions taken, however the PSNI Police Pension Scheme guarantees a full refund if you opt out within three months of enrolment.

There are two exceptions to this:

• If you have at least two years scheme membership and your benefits are preserved, you must opt out within a one month period of joining to be guaranteed a full refund of contributions made since re-joining.

• If you have HMRC fixed or enhanced protection i.e. your pension savings are

expected to be more than £1.5 million (fixed protection) or £1.8 million (enhanced

protection), you must opt out within one month of joining the scheme in order to

retain your fixed or enhanced protection.  In these scenarios, you will only be guaranteed a refund of contributions if you opt out within one month.

PSNI Pay Branch will make the refund if the OPT OUT Form is received within 3 months of enrolment (one month if either of the two scenarios above apply).

All refunds for OPT OUT Forms received after 3 months will be handled by PSNI Pensions Branch.

Please think very carefully before making your decision and consider taking independent financial advice to help you make the right choice.

If you still decide you wish to opt out of the PSNI Police Pension Scheme pension arrangements completely, you should complete the OPT OUT form attached and send it:

Via email to zcentralpaystaff, your email must contain the following statement “I am personally submitting the attached opt out form” or

Send it to Central Pay Branch, Lisnasharragh, 42 Montgomery Road, Belfast, BT6 9LD.

But remember – if you opt out you will miss out.
This fact sheet provides information to help you think about

the consequences of opting out. This fact sheet does not cover every aspect. The full details are contained only in the rules, which are the legal basis of the scheme.  You should note that nothing in this fact sheet can override the rules, and in the event of any unintentional difference, the rules will apply.
OPTING OUT OF THE PSNI POLICE PENSION SCHEME

IF YOU WANT TO OPT OUT OF PENSION SAVING, FILL IN THIS FORM AND SEND IT TO CENTRAL PAY BRANCH

Date of joining the PSNI Police Pension Scheme?   

Are you an existing employee who was automatically enrolled in

the PSNI Police Pension Scheme on your employers staging date? Yes/No

(If so you will have already received a letter to this effect.)

Are you an existing member of the PSNI Police Pension Scheme who

has decided to opt out of the pension scheme? Yes/No

DECLARATION

I have read the information provided in the factsheet and understand the contents.  I do not wish to remain a member of the PSNI Police Pension Scheme.

• I wish to opt out of pension saving.

• I understand that if I opt out I will lose the right to pension contributions

from my employer. 

• I understand that if I opt out I may have a lower income when I retire.


Date of opting out of PSNI Pension Scheme 

(must be end of a month)

* Signature: 





* Date:

* Full Name:

(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

* National Insurance No: 



* Date of Birth: 
*Police Number: 




* Extension No: 
*Office Address:



*indicates mandatory fields
Please return to Central Pay Branch or email zcentralpaystaff.  If you are emailing the opt out form you must include the following statement in your email: “I am personally submitting the attached opt out form”. 
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